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Academic record: 
 

Dr. scient, Biology (Ecotoxicology), University of Oslo, 2001 
Cand. scient, Biology (Toxicology), University of Oslo, 1997 
 
Employment record: 
 

2008 -   Assistant professor at the University of Oslo (20 %) 
2006 -  Senior consultant with DNV Energy, Risk Management Solutions.  
2005 – 2006: Project work at the University of Oslo, sponsored by DNV 
2003 – 2005:   Post doc position at the University of Oslo 
2002 - 2003:   Consultant, Norwegian Centre for Soil and Environmental research.  
1998 - 2001:  Part time (60 %) PhD position, University of Oslo.  
1997 - 2001:  Consultant, Aquateam. Part-time (40 %) from 1998.  
 
Detailed Professional Experience: 
 

Experienced in hazard and risk assessment of chemicals, risk assessment of industrial effluents and 
wastes, contaminated land, and contaminated sediments. Hands-on experience with a broad range of 
procedures for ecotoxicological testing and environmental monitoring (i.e., toxicity testing with soil 
invertebrates and terrestrial plants, functional and diversity measures for soil microorganisms, 
biodegradation testing of chemicals in aquatic samples, toxicity testing with aquatic organisms 
including freshwater and marine invertebrates and algae, chemical extraction procedures and 
chemical analysis (e.g., GC-FID, ICP-AES) of various matrices including plants, invertebrates, soil, 
and water samples. 
  

Main focus for research activities have been on the fate and effects of heavy metals and organic 
contaminants in the terrestrial environment, with special emphasis on substance bioavailability. 
 

In my present position at DNV I work mainly with environmental risk assessment and contingency 
planning for accidental oil spills from offshore petroleum activities. Here, the information on both the 
non-renewable local resources (birds, fish, marine mammals, and coastal habitats) and the oil spills 
(e.g., possible blowout scenarios and their associated yearly risk) are expressed in a probabilistic 
manner on a geographic scale. The environmental risk can be expressed as combination of probability 
and consequence; highlighting areas, target species and time periods of special concern.  
 
Relevant advisory activities (regulatory (eco)toxicology) 
Member of the Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food Safety (2005-). Presently I chair the panel for 
plant protection products, and contribute to the work in other panels (e.g., risk assessment of sludge 
and genetically modified organisms). 
Various projects for SFT and Nordisk Ministerråd on hazard and risk assessment of chemicals 
performed as a consultant at Aquateam and Jordforsk (1997-2003). 
Member of ISO TC190 (soil quality) in 2002-2003, developing standards for ecotoxicity testing and 
evaluation of test results. 
 
Scientific reviews 
Papers: Editorial Board member for the journal “Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry”. I regularly 
act as a referee for a number of other journals in my field (most frequently Environmental Science and 
Technology and Chemosphere). 



Research proposals: Expert panel member - The Swedish Research Council for Environment, 
Agricultural Sciences and Spatial Planning (FORMAS) (97 proposals evaluated in 2008), occasional 
reviews for other funding bodies abroad. 
 
International experience & cooperation  
18 months as a visiting scientist at Danish National Environmental Research Institute (Terrestrial 
Ecology) in Silkeborg (1999 – 2001).12 months as a visiting scientist at Vrije Universiteit (Terrestrial 
Ecology) in Amsterdam, The Netherlands (2004-2005). I still have ongoing work with several people at 
these and other institutions abroad. 
 
Professional societies: 
Board member, The Norwegian Society of Pharmacology and Toxicology (NSFT) 
Member, Society for Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) 
Member, International Union of Toxicology (IUTOX) 
Member, Eurotox  
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