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EDUCATION 
 
 
1975-80     Veterinary training, Norwegian School of Veterinary Science  
1983-86     Dr.scient. degree  (PhD)      
    Main subject: Animal reproduction 

  Title of thesis: "Clinical chemical parameters related to reproduction in cattle" . 
     Nordic research training programme: Veterinary epidemiology I-III 
1989   University pedagogics training course 
1992   Project leader training course  
1996   EU authorization for handling of experimental animals  
1988   Doctor of veterinary medicine (Dr.med.vet.) 

 Title of thesis:  "Constituents of blood and milk in relation to fertility, nutrition and metabolic status                
in dairy cows".  

 1994  Summer School on Veterinary Endocrinology, Utrecht, Netherlands. 
2000 ECAR Diplomate of Animal Reproduction. 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Time period           Type of experience      Employer    
 
19/4-83 - 15/6-86  PhD-student    Dept Reprod & For, NSVS  
15/6-86- 1/4-87   Research scientist      Dept Reprod & For, NSVS  
1/4-87 -l7/8-87   Clinician     Dept. Surgery, NSVS 
7/8-87- 1/1-88    Research scientist      Dept. Reprod & For, NSVS 
1/1-88- 1/1-90     Assistant professor    Dept. Reprod & For, NSVS 
From 1/1 -90       Professor of anim. reprod.   Dept. Reprod & For, NSVS 
1/1 -96 -31/12-00 Head of department + prof.  Dept. Reprod & For, NSVS  
1/1–02 - 31/8-05 Prorector     NSVS 
From 1/8-05  Professor of anim. reprod.   NSVS 
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Extensive experience in teaching clinical gynecology, reproductive endocrinology and ambulant clinic (large animals). 
Responsibility for conducting the final exam in Animal Reproduction for veterinary graduate students. Adviser for 6 
completed PhD exams and presently supervising 4 PhD students and 2 master students. Prof Ropstad has organized 
several national and international postgraduate courses and seminars and been in the organizing committee for one 
international meeting. He is a member of EAEVE (European Association of Veterinary Education) standing evaluation 
committee.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 
As a professor I have responsibility for initiation of research within the field of animal reproduction and for the 
management of the hormone laboratory in Department of Production Animal Clinical Sciences, which at the moment 
employs 4 technicians.  From 1996 through 2001 he was Head of Department. The department employed 35 people, 
including 20 scientific staff. In 2002 he was elected Prorector at NSVS. This position involved a main responsibility for 
research activities at the institution, membership in the board and in the management team of NSVS. 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE  
As a professor  Erik Ropstad has responsibility for initiation of research within the field of animal reproduction. He has 
experience in multidisciplinary research to address objectives within the fields of reindeer reproduction, nutrition, 
population dynamics and welfare. Another main focus in recent years has been studies on occurrence, levels and effects 
of environmental pollutants. The effects have been studied at various levels of biological organisation from the gonadal 
cell to the individual and population level. Special focus has been on potential impairment reproductive functions upon 
exposure during pregnancy and on population studies in the Arctic.  
 

The research group leaded by prof. Ropstad has experience in both in vitro studies using isolated cells and organs, 
experimental species as well as field studies with marine mammals and ruminants. The experimental work done by the 
group has been positively acknowledged by recent publications in leading journals. Ropstad is responsible for the 
Hormone Laboratory at the NSVS which currently employs 3 technicians. He has organized several national and 
international postgraduate courses and seminars and been in the organizing committee for international meetings. 
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Ropstad’s research group has recently received an international evaluation of the research activity covering the period 
2001-2006. The group was graded “Excellent” on the following criteria: a) Scientific quality and productivity b) Relevance 
and impact c) Strategy and organisation.  
 
ENGAGEMENT IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
Ropstad has been acting as a supervisor for the project TARP II  at Sokoine University, Morogoro, Tanzania: ”Improved 
cattle productivity through strategic feeding and reproductive health control in smallholder herds in Eastern Zone, 
Tanzania” 2002-2005. 
 
CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 
 
“Endocrine disrupters (ED): Risk assessment for food quality and animal health”.  Acronym: EDFLAME. Partners: 
University of Life Science, Ås, Norway, Aberdeen University, McCaulay Land Use Institute, Glasgow University. 
NFR:158849/I10, 2004-2008. 
 
“Zebrafish as a model for effect studies of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) in aquatic ecosystems “. Acronym: 
ZEBPOP. Partners: Oslo University, Freji Universiteit, Amsterdam. NFR:2006-2009 
 
“Mechanisms behind toxic effects of POPs. A mulitidiciplinary, integrated project”. Acronym: GENPOP, Partners: 
Norwegian Veterinary Institute, Aberdeen University, Glasgow University. NFR:175098/V40, 2006-2009. 
 
“The mechanisms behind endocrine reproductive responses related to boar taint and toxic effects of POPs.”  In house 
project given by NVH to support strategic research. Partners: Three departments at NVH (PRODMED, MATINF, 
BASAM). 
 
“Oestrus and oestrus behaviour in NRF and Holstein breeds in modern cattle housing systems.”  Partners: GENO, 
Hamar Norway; Frank Buckley, Moorepark Research institute, Ireland; Hans Erhardt, McCaulay Land Use Institute, 
ScotlandNFR: 2005-2008. Hilary Dobson, Liverpool University, Veterinary Faculty. 
 
“Health and Environment Network”. Acronym:HENVINET. EU FP6. Multiple partners. Co-ordination actions. 2006-2010. 
 
”Testikkelaktivitet hos råne relatert til androstenon og skatol i fett”. Partners: Øystein Andresen, Norwegian School of 
Veterinary Science, Eli Grindflek, University of Life Sciences, Ås, Norway, Norsvin (Norwegian Pig Breeder Association), 
Christian Bendixen, Danish Institute of Agricultural Research. NFR-project. 2005-2008. 
 
“Population dynamics in Svalbard reindeer”. This project has been going on for twelve years. The first six years was 
funded by NFR, Norway and NERC, UK. At present the project is based on core funding from McCaualay Land Use 
Institute, Scotland, UNIS, Svalbard, Tromsø University  and NVH. Partners: Steve Albon, Justin Irvine, Rolf Langvatn, 
Audun Stien, Rene van der Wahl. 
 

SABRE. “Cutting edge genomics for sustainable animal breeding”. EU 6FP Integrated Project, 23 partners. 
 
SOBER 2. “Consequences of GNRH blockage and cross sex hormones on brain development during puberty in Gender 
Identity Disturbance. An Animal model”. This project is under establishment and opens up a new branch of research 
within comparative medicine. Partners: NVH; The National Hospital, Glasgow University; Abbot Inc. 
 
REPILEPSIA “The mechanisms behind reproductive side effects induced by antiepileptic drugs”. Acronym:. Project 
period: 2000-2008. Financed from strategic research funds at The National Hospital of Norway, from NVH, Jagellonian 
University, Poland and producers of antiepileptic drugs.  
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